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FOR CA/OCS/EMR ARA/AND 


E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, CASC, PINS, VE 
SUBJECT: NIV APPLICANT PERCEPTIONS OF COUP AND AFTERMATH 


1. SUMMARY: INTERVIEWED NIV APPLICANTS EXPRESSED 
OPPOSITION TO VIOLENT ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE VENEZUELA'S 
GOVERNMENT. MOST FELT THIS WILL INCREASE CITIZEN 
PARTICIPATION IN THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. COUP LEADERS 
APPEAR TO HAVE DAMAGED PUBLIC SYMPATHY FOR THEM BEGAT BY 
THE 4 FEBRUARY COUP ATTEMPT. END SUMMARY. 


2. INTERVIEWING CONOFFS, WHEN TIME PERMITTED, RANDOMLY 
ASKED NIV APPLICANTS ON 30 NOVEMBER SELECT QUESTIONS ABOUT 
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THE 27 NOVEMBER FAILED COUP ATTEMPT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 
FROM THIS SAMPLE, CONSTRAINED BY THE NARROW CROSS-SECTION 
OF THE NIV APPLICANTS, CERTAIN GENERALIZATIONS CAN BE 
DERIVED. ON 30 NOVEMBER, THERE WERE 504 NIV APPLICANTS, 
AN UNUSUALLY LIGHT DAY FOLLOWING THANKSGIVING AND THE 
UNEXPECTED CLOSURE ON 27 NOVEMBER DUE TO THE ATTEMPTED 
COUP. THIS SHOULD HAVE PRODUCED A BANNER DAY BUT DID 
NOT. CONOFFS DISCUSSED THE COUP WITH AN ESTIMATED TEN 
PERCENT OF NIV APPLICANTS. 


3. WITHOUT EXCEPTION, VISA APPLICANTS EXPRESSED 
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OPPOSITION, IN DIFFERING DEGREES, TO THE ATTEMPTED COUP. 
EVEN THE MANY WHO WERE DISSATISFIED WITH THE PRESENT 
ADMINISTRATION AND WHO WERE SICK OF WHAT THEY PERCEIVED AS 
THE CORRUPTION ENDEMIC IN THE SYSTEM EXPRESSED THEIR 
BELIEF THAT FAULTY DEMOCRACY IS BETTER THAN MILITARY 
DICTATORSHIP. 


4. WEARLY ALL APPLICANTS WHO PLANNED TO BE IN THE COUNTRY 
EXPRESSED STRONG INTENTIONS TO VOTE NEXT SUNDAY IN THE 
UPCOMING MUNICIPAL AND STATE ELECTIONS. THE CONSENSUS 
AMONG APPLICANTS HAS THAT THE COUP ATTEMPT WILL INCREASE 
VOTER TURNOUT ON 6 DECEMBER, AS IT HAS BECOME APPARENT 
THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IS THE BEST - AND EVIDENTLY 
ONLY - MEANS TO CHANGE THE COUNTRY. 


5. WHEN ASKED WHY PEOPLE DID NOT GO INTO THE STREETS IN 

SUPPORT OF THE COUP ATTEMPT, AS ASKED BY THE COUP LEADERS, 

VISA APPLICANTS EACH GAVE, IN THE FOLLOWING PRIORITY, ONE 

OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING EXPLANATIONS: FEAR, LACK OF 

SUPPORT FOR THE GOALS OF THE COUP LEADERS, AND LACK OF 
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CONFIDENCE IN THE COUP LEADERS DUE TO THE UNSOPHISTICATED 
TELEVISION PERFORMANCE OF THE SPOKESMAN ON CHANNEL 8, 
"COMMANDANTE GATO". 


6. DURING THE COUP ATTEMPT, VIRTUALLY EVERY NIV APPLICANT 
STAYED AT HOME, WATCHING TELEVISION. NOBODY MENTIONED 
THAT THEY COULD NOT GET FOOD, ALTHOUGH LINES WERE COMMON 
AND SOMETIMES PURCHASES WERE RATIONED. ONE CONOFF 
PERSONALLY OBSERVED THAT ITEMS SUCH AS BREAD, MEAT, RICE, 
AND MILK WERE FAIRLY WELL CLEARED OUT BY THE END OF THE 
WEEKEND BUT NON-ESSENTIALS LIKE IMPORTED GOODS SUCH AS 
JELLIES AND CEREAL WERE PLENTIFUL. THERE HAS UNUSUALLY 
BRISK BUSINESS AT NEWSPAPER STANDS AND AUTOMATIC TELLERS. 
THE DAY OF THE COUP ATTEMPT, CONOFFS OBSERVED LONG LINES 
OUTSIDE OF LIQUOR STORES BEFORE THAT DAY'S CURFEW TOOK 
EFFECT. 


7. VIRTUALLY ALL APPLICANTS BELIEVED THE EVENT TO BE 
DEPLORABLE, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THEY FELT THE METHODS USED 
BY THE COUP LEADERS WERE BRUTAL AND INDISCRIMINATE. SOME 
WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL IMAGE OF THE 
COUNTRY. 


8. THE CONSENSUS AMONG NIV APPLICANTS HAS THAT ANOTHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


COUP ATTEMPT IS UNLIKELY BEFORE THE END OF CAPES LEGAL 
TERM. 


9. COMMENT: AS NOTED ABOVE, THESE CONCLUSIONS COULD BE 

AFFECTED BY THE GENERALLY HIGHER SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS 

REPRESENTED BY NONIMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS. FURTHERMORE , 

THE ANTI-COUP TONE OF RESPONSES MAY HAVE BEEN COLORED BY A 
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CONCERN THAT SUPPORT FOR A COUP MIGHT NEGATIVELY INFLUENCE 
A VISA APPLICATION. NONETHELESS, CONOFFS BELIEVE THAT 


THERE IS BROAD PUBLIC OPINION IN VENEZUELA AGAINST USING 
BLOODSHED TO CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT. SKOL 
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